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REVIEWS. 


judgment than has the position of the nerve-fibre or ganglion-cell 
involved in the process. Will not the “ philosophers ” stop the “ dis¬ 
pute” over the inverted retinal image and the correct projection of 
objects, and explain why parallel lines appear parallel lines, although 
the optic nerve fibres are inextricably tangled ? Or why a plane seems 
a plane, although the perceptive cerebral cells are grouped in some 
totally different geometrical relation ? 

Such an attempt might at least reveal the folly of confusing the ob¬ 
jective and subjective phenomena of any given act; and so finally termi¬ 
nate the dispute in question. E. J. 


The Surgical Diseases of the Gexito-ubinauy Organs, including 
Syphilis. By E. L. Keyes, A.M., M.D., Professor of Genito-urinary 
Surgery, Sypbilology, and Dermatology in Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College; Surgeon to the Charity, the Bellevue, and the Skin and Cancer 
Hospitals; Consulting Surgeon to the Bureau of Out-door Relief, Bellevue 
Hospital; Surgeon to St. Elizabeth Hospital, etc. Svo. pp. xv. 704. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co., 1888. 

This handsome volume is not merely a new edition of the well-known 
work of Van Buren and Keyes, but a complete revision of that text¬ 
book. The original plan of the older work has been retained, and its 
scope remains the same; but it has been entirely recast, and in a large 
measure rewritten. 

This course has been made necessary by the vast progress which has 
marked the history of surgery during the last ten years, especially in the 
field of therapeutics and operative procedures. To bring the book up 
abreast of the times upon the new device of litholapaxy, suprapubic 
cystotomy, the modern surgery of the kidney, the treatment now followed 
in diseases of the tunica vaginalis, and the many minor changes which 
find expression in the use of new agents, Dr. Keyes was compelled to omit 
many things, to add considerable new matter, and largely to modify much 
of the remainder. Some chanters are entirely new, and in order to make 
room for desired additions all the cases have been dropped. 

Of course, such radical changes interrupt the historical sequence of 
the volume, and detract somewhat from the vividness of the picture 
belonging to the narrative. But such considerations belong to literature 
and must be disregarded in practical scientific works, and although Dr. 
Van Buren’s part in the volume has been almost altogether eliminated, 
the result is eminently satisfactory from a surgical standpoint. As it 
now stands, it is a treatise which may safely be consulted and which fairly 
and freely speaks of the most modern methods. Dr. Keyes is enthusi¬ 
astic in his commendations of litholapaxy, and cordially endorses the 
high operation for stone, while he decides that the time-honored and 
bnlliant methods of reaching the bladder through the perineum are only 
applicable in the cases of male children with stones of moderate size. 

Dr. Keyes says the book “ is an honest exhibit of my views upon all 
the subjects considered,” and as his experience has been large, and his 
skill and prudence are undisputed, we have no hesitation in saying there 
is no one in this country whose judgment is more worthy of confidence, 
or whose directions may be more safely followed. S. A. 
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The Intestinal Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. By A. Jacobi, 

M.D., President of the New York Academy of Medicine, etc. Pp. 301. 

Detroit: George S. Davis, 1887. 

A book seasonable, piquant, and useful; answering the need of the 
mental organism for alterative and acid food after a winter of heavy diet. 

To the author’s mind “ Infant hygiene and the hygiene of the digestive 
organs in infants appear to be nearly identicaland the be3t hygiene 13 
to be secured by feeding with mother’s milk. This failing, patent foods 
are rejected, and average cow’s milk, boiled, and oatmeal- and barley- 
water, with animal broths, white of egg and alcoholics are relied upon. 
Irrigation of the intestines is highly valued, and the intestinal antiseptics 
recently approved are described and generally commended. 

It is interesting to notice that in his large experience Jacobi has lanced 
the gums but twice in five years. With many Continental writers, he 
believes disorders caused by dentition largely errors in diagnosis. His 
treatment of intestinal parasites is based on fundamental principles of 
sociology—make the environment disagreeable to the worm and he will 
evacuate—and the various intestinal disorders of the child receive a like 
trenchant and effective treatment. 

Beginning the book is an epitome, by subjects, of the feeding to be 
employed with the healthy child, which is most convenient for reference. 
The book is written in paragraphs of varying length ; and is admirably 
adapted for a hand-book. 

Knowledge is rarely made so appetizing, so clear, and so useful as in 
this volume. E. P. D. 


Hydkofhobia. An Account of M. Pasteur’s System. Containing a 
Translation of all his Communications on the Subject, the Tech¬ 
nique of his Method, and the latest Statistical Results. By 
Bernard Suzor, M.B., C.M. Edin., and M.D. Paris. With seven illus¬ 
trations. 12mo. pp. 231. London: Chatto & Windus, 1887. 

TnE author of this little work was commissioned by the government of 
Mauritius to study Pasteur’s system of anti-rabic inoculation, in Paris. 
Its scope is indicated by the sub-title, and it is evidently written for a 
popular, or at least non-medical circle of readers. The choice of title is 
rather unfortunate. We think it much better to substitute “ rabies,” as 
less misleading than hydrophobia and more in consonance with the usage 
in other languages. 

The book is divided into three chapters, of which the first is intended 
to give a “short description of hydrophobia from the earliest times down 
to the end of 1880.” It is taken up almost exclusively by a fairly accu¬ 
rate description of the symptoms and post-mortem appearances of rabies 
in dogs and man. We cannot pas3 without condemning the rule quoted 
from Bouley (p. 17), that immediate destruction of all animals suspected 
of having been bitten by a rabid animal is to be preferred to keeping 
the same under observation. Dogs killed under such circumstances are 
always classed as rabid and their victims doomed to certain death, 
whereas time, and, if possible, control inoculations, would show a 
favorable termination in many cases. 



